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This month we are recognizing and celebrating the
women who made a difference. Regardless of your
gender, their contributions have made an impact.

For so long, many major female contributors were
overlooked or eliminated from our historical narrative.
I think that during my school years, the only historical
female figure mentioned was Betsy Ross and her flag.
There was no mention of Madam Curie, Harriet Tubman,
Susan B. Anthony. The push for the Equal Rights
Amendment was a hot button issue, and depending on
the political climate in which you lived, it wasn’t taken
seriously. The idea that we would have a woman as vice
president, or women (Note: multiple) serving in the US
Capitol or sitting on the Supreme Court was on the
same level as Wonder Woman; an exciting thought, but
pure imagination.

Girls were expected to fit into a certain “box” as far as
how they looked, acted, and set what were considered to
be acceptable goals. What did this mean in the early 70°s?
(And yes- I am THAT old!) We were told to wear dresses to
school. Girls weren't permitted to take shop classes and

weren’t encouraged to take high level math or science
courses. We were just beginning to have athletic teams,
and those were mostly intramural.

Things CAN change, we CAN make a difference.We have
come along way. In your classes now, you learn about the
women who contributed to our history, not just the men.
Dress code requirements are the same for all students.
All students are encouraged to take courses to prepare
them for a career of their choice, not one determined

by gender.

Not only are we celebrating the big names in women’s
history this month. We are also celebrating those women
who have cleared a new path for us to follow every day.
The mothers, aunts, grandmothers, sisters, teachers,
community leaders, and friends who have made a
difference. Recognize them and let them know how they
have inspired you.

Then pass it on: Go make a difference and inspire others.
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Hello Clay family! The
counseling team is immensely
proud to work with you all.
Each of you are living through
an exceptional period of
history, and it’s taken
a toll on all of us in
different ways.
On the
bright

provided by Ms. Buda

side, this means that the
resilience and strength you're
building through these adverse
experiences are unique and so
so so good. We are SO proud of
you, and are honored to work
with you. Don’t hesitate to
reach out for help if you need it,
we're here. Also, ASVAB scores
are in. We will mail a copy
home, keep a copy to file, and if

a student wants to know their
score, email their counselor.

have
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of femininity by gay men was a corruption of femininity itself.
In her own words:

“I do not think this is unrelated to the national embrace

of the feminine mystique. For the feminine mystique has
glorified and perpetuated the name of femininity and passive,
childlike immaturity which is passed on from mother to son,
as well as to daughters.”

The lesbians were undaunted. They embraced the label of
“Lavender Menace”, wearing it proudly on their shirts as they
crashed The Second Congress to Unite Women.

A notable pattern in feminism, no matter the wave is that
somebody is always left behind. Some groups are discarded,
deemed unimportant, or even demonized in hopes of
propelling the rest of the movement forward. In the first
wave, it was women of color. In the second wave, it was
women-loving-women. Now, it’s transgender women.

TERFS or Trans Exclusionary Radical Feminists are feminists
who exclude transgender or “trans” women from their
definition of womanhood. To TERFS, womanhood is not
defined by how you dress, look, or who you're attracted to,
(Yes, many lesbians count themselves as TERFS) but by your
assigned sex at birth. In recent years, TERFS has garnered
a more insidious reputation- many transgender activists
have pointed out that TERF ideology is mostly hatred and
transphobia covered by a thin veneer of radical feminist
theory. This has led many trans-exclusionists to adopt the
more neutral term “gender critical”. Like many hate-based
movements, TERFS has moved underground.

But TERFS doesn’t necessarily keep a low profile. The TERF
most people have heard of is acclaimed British writer J.K.

Rowling, philanthropist, and author of the Harry Potter
series.

Rowling was born in 1965, and struggled as a single mother
during the time of “Back To Basics.” “Back to Basics” was a
conservative political campaign that prioritized traditional
family dynamics, and shunned single moms. Rowling was
abused by her first husband, assaulted, and went hungry at
points while trying to provide for her still young daughter.
Nevertheless, Rowling persevered and became one of the
bestselling authors of all time.

To her credit, Rowling has done a lot of good. Since striking
it rich with Harry Potter, she’s donated millions of dollars to
charity- enough to lose her coveted billionaire status. She is
the founder of The Volant Charitable trust, an organization
that provides aid to women and children living in poverty, as
well as Lumos, which works to end the institutionalization of
children worldwide. So it was all the more surprising when
Rowling, a woman who has said that the thing she hates the
most in the world is “bigotry”, tweeted in support of Maya
Forstater, a vocal TERF.

“Dress however you please. Call yourself whatever you
like. Sleep with any consenting adult who’ll have you. Live
your best life in peace and security. But force women out
of their jobs for stating that sex is real? #IStandWithMaya
#ThisIsNotADrill” - J.K. Rowling

To clarify, British researcher Maya Forstater was not fired

for stating that “sex is real”. Forstater lost her job at the
Centre for Global Development (CGD) after her transphobic
tweets were discovered by her co-workers. These co-workers
reported her to their higher-ups, and consequently, CGD
decided not to renew Forstater’s contract. What followed was

Dress however you please. Call

yourself whatever you like. Sleep

with any consenting adult who'll

have you. Live your best life in

peace and security. But force

women out of their jobs for stat-
ing that sex is real? #1StandWith-
Maya #ThislsNotADrill - J.K.

Rowling










The type of human skin is set by genetics, although it
can even be littered with other factors and may change
with time. Supported by characteristics, there are five
kinds of healthy skin: normal, dry, oily, combination
(both oily and dry skin), and sensitive. The condition

of our skin can, however, vary greatly in step with the
assorted internal and external factors it’s subjected to.
A student here at Clay High School, Jamya Washington,
hand makes and sells facial products to help get rid of
and prevent acne. She has a total of 3 different facial bars
and 1 face mask, consisting of turmeric, oatmeal, goat
milk, and honey. Turmeric is used to brighten and lessen
hyperpigmentation (dark marks) of the skin. Oatmeal

is used to soak up any excess oil on the skin’s surface
and help treat acne and eczema. Honey is used to retain
moisture and refrain the skin from drying out. Goat milk
is used to help restore the skin’s barrier and shed dead
skin cells. If you are interested in trying out any of her
products, contact her: snapchat:ohhsoomyaa instagram:
ohh.soo.myaa

skin CATE

Normal skin

e No to few imperfections
« No severe sensitivity

e Non Visible pores

e Glowing complexion

Oily Skin

o Large pores

o Dull/shiny, thick complexion

« Pimples, blackheads or
other blemishes

Dry skin

« Faint pores

e Dull/uneven complexion
e Red patches

o Less flexible, tighter skin
« Distinguishable lines

Sensitive Skin

o Large pores

o Dull/shiny, thick complexion

o Pimples, blackheads or
other blemishes

Combination Skin

o Pores that appear bigger
« Blackheads
« Shiny skin complexion
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of her seasons and is going to miss coaching dearly. Mrs. O’Blenis says that what keeps her fortunate is when former
students come to her with tremendous stories that have been forgotten.

Peer mentoring is something that O’Blenis has taken a big impact in doing. She states that it provides an opportunity
for children to be at service to others. Even though she did not start the peer mentoring program, she has fought

to keep it as a course. Peer mentoring is a collaborative program partnering with Notre Dame, Take Ten, and the
Robinson Center. The peer mentors pair with underclassmen, supporting them in math and reading. They also work
with teachers, supporting small group instruction. When Notre Dame starts up once again, one day a week Notre Dame
students come to Clay and teach them leadership skills.

O’Blenis has a passion for teaching government and exposing students to all political views. Her political posters
represent the political views of Republicans and Democrats and shows the history of individuals who have had an
impact on our country. Her teaching style is very active and she likes to encourage, engage students, and link current
events to them. She states that her political posters are a reflection of active engagement. O’Blenis lives and breathes
politics, she loves to read political articles and stay up to date. Although that isn’t her only interest, Mrs. O’Blenis loves
to read, walk, and is grounded in her religion.

During the interview, O’Blenis stated that her role model is Mr. Dan Kasper who was a teacher here at Clay. She stated
that she was and is very close to him and she could never match his brilliance as a teacher. He was her teacher years
ago and also opened the door for her to come to Clay. She continues to see him as a source of inspiration, knowledge,
and tremendous support. Mrs. O’Blenis is dedicated to teaching as her chosen profession. Clay is her home and is
thankful to be a part of the Clay community.

Maryah Hudson, 2024
Photos provided by Maryah Hudson



