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Global warming is becoming an increasingly bigger issue. Even some world leaders have taken notice,
and it was a big topic at the G-7 meeting. The G7 (Group of Seven) is an organization of the world’s seven
largest so-called advanced economies. They are Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the UK, and the
United States. It affects every living thing on Earth. It will make drastic changes to Earth, and the life on
it if safety measures aren’t taken.

Global warming is the rising of the average temperature on Earth. It has to do with the general climate of
Earth and not the daily temperature. It’'s mostly caused by greenhouse gases (gases that trap heat in the
atmosphere and warm the planet), that are ruled

by people burning things like coal and petroleum.

One of the many problems that we have due to global warming are the glaciers melting. If the

glaciers are melting the sea levels will rise. while the sea levels

are rising that makes places by the coast more vulnerable to flooding. It can also cause : TR .
animals to migrate to cooler places being that their old habitat is too warm. This could ruin / 4 '
the food chain in some places and risk more species of animals in danger of extinction.
Some scientists even think that we will get more extreme weather. It may cause
stronger hurricanes and cause more extreme flooding and droughts in some areas of
the world.

While there still may be a lot of things we don’t know about global warming,
there are things that you can do to help to reduce your carbon footprint.

A carbon footprint is the amount of Co2 you release in the atmosphere
because o : #{ nE 2
of your own energy needs. There are some simple changes that you - ; f;ﬁ% T o 3
can make at home - turn down the heat. Turn off appliances when X
not in use. Stream movies through your smart TV, not your
game console. Look for an Energy Star symbol when buying
new products. Replace your lights in a timely manner.
Recycle. Reduce unnecessary use of cars.

These things may seem small, but they can be very
helpful toward the slowing of global warming.
And you may even do some of these already
without even knowing---every little thing

you do could make a difference for the
world.
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Class after class, Clay High School graduates have gone down many different career paths, many achieving great
things. Clay High School graduates have changed our community for the better. Clay has evolved over time,

with teachers coming and going as well as students. Alumni can be defined as a graduate or former student of a
particular school, college, or university. Clay High School takes great pride in its alumni, and wishes them the best
in their future.

Alexis Whitacre is a Clay High School graduate from the class of 2014.

“I was in theater throughout all four years of high school. I was a part of the newspaper staff and was on the prom
committee as well. I was also on the tennis team, as well as the swim team. I loved participating in the newspaper.
It gave me the freedom and creativity to write stories I found interesting about the school and the South Bend
community. It allowed me to speak to a lot of students and teachers I otherwise wouldn’t have gotten to meet. I
still have a few Colonial issues from my senior year.”

Whitacre graduated from Clay High School with a Core 40 diploma. After graduating, Alexis attended the
University of Evansville and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts. She then attended IU to get her Master’s degree.
She is currently a PhD student at IU and studying Human Geography with a focus on refugee studies. During her
undergraduate studies, Whitacre majored in International Studies and minored in Anthropology and Political
Science. Currently in graduate school, Whitacre is studying migration and refugee studies, specifically refugee
populations in North Africa and the Middle East.

Whitacre is an assistant professor at IU. She teaches classes in the Department of Geography to undergraduate
students. Whitacre hopes to pursue a career in working as a Foreign Service Officer for the U.S. government.

Whitacre’s life is not at all how she imagined it to be prior to graduating high school, she says.

“Life is not at all how I imagined it to be when I was in high school. It is so much better. I have been able to travel
the world, visit 30 countries, work for and volunteer with nonprofit organizations domestically and abroad, and
even intern with the U.S. Department of State. A lot of things didn’t work out how I wanted them to when I was in
high school, but I have learned that the world is so much bigger than I thought. I have been given experiences I
never thought were possible.

Not everyone in your life in high school will remain in your life, and that’s okay. Best friends... First love... Not
everyone is meant to stay in your life forever, but you will learn something from everyone you meet. and you will
learn about yourself in your interactions with others. You will continue to grow and learn so much after high
school. Your life is only just beginning. Four years in high school goes by fast, but life speeds up after high school.
The years fly by. People won’t remember the things you did or didn’t do or the drama that consumes us in high
school. However, they will remember how you made them feel. Be kind to others and yourself.”

Alexis thoroughly enjoyed her years at Clay High school, saying that “I miss a lot of my teachers, they formed the
basis of my worldview, which significantly impacted my career. But most importantly, they taught me how to think
for myself and how to be a kind person. I really can’t thank them enough for that.”









